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The Oil Drum: Local

DISCUSSIONS ABOUT ENERGY AND OUR FUTURE

Environmentalists: Global Warming Trumps NIMBYism

Kennedy Jr's NIMBY opposition to wind power off the coast of Cape Cod. RFK Jr has been a
prominent attorney for the Natural Resource Defense Council and has framed this issue as
industry versus natural preservation:

"Some places should be off limits to any sort of industrial development. I wouldn't build
a wind farm in Yosemite National Park. Nor would I build one on Nantucket Sound ... All
of us need periodically to experience wilderness to renew our spirits and reconnect
ourselves to the common history of our nation, humanity, and to God."

However, his continued vocal opposition to the proposed 420 Megawatt wind project has forced a

isolated on this issue as the alarm over global warming forces a long overdue prioritization within
the environmental movement.

The best expression of the environmental movement's new tough love attitude was this:

Passacantando, executive director of Greenpeace USA, the debate comes down to
weighing local NIMBY concerns against global climate concerns. "I respect people who
wage NIMBY battles -- the environmental movement was founded on people protecting
their local, sacred areas," he said. "But today, solving the climate crisis has become so
urgent that it trumps NIMBYism. It's as simple as that."

This is a milestone for the environmental movement. It shows a new maturity to prioritize clean
renewable energy production over NIMBY opposition even within their own ranks.
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