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Before we leave the topic of the ASPO-USA Conference in Sacramento, I wanted to make sure a
few things didn't get missed. The big one was that The Oil Drum was one of the recipients of the
M. King Hubbert Award, for Excellence in Energy Education. The other recipient of the Hubbert
award was Global Public Media.

In this post, I include Dr. Kyle Saunders' (Prof. Goose's) acceptance speech. I also show photos of
TOD participants and give brief summaries and links to the presentations TOD folks gave.

This is Kyle's acceptance speech:

This is quite an honor.

First, a round of applause to you Steve and the many folks at ASPO who have worked so
hard to make this wonderful event happen.

We accept the M. King Hubbert Award for our contributors, our readers, and the peak
oil community who continue to engage in the ongoing battle for the attention of the
American, and world, public.

We accept this award for the peak oil community writ large, on behalf of ASPO-USA,
Energy Bulletin, Global Public Media, peakoil.com, and the many other leaders of this
movement who are with us at this esteemed meeting, all fighting the good fight in
different ways, all thinking hard about the complicated uncertainties we will have to face
in our energy future.

When we started The Oil Drum over three years ago, David Summers, the venerable
Heading Out on TOD, and I wanted to learn more about that energy future. We had no
idea on what kind of an adventure our research and learning would take us.

That journey has led us to explore myriad interrelationships between so many different
topics and disciplines that the energy topic touches, it just boggles the mind when you
take a step back; the journey and the problems we face continue to humble us to a point
beyond anything we have ever encountered due to their daunting gravity and
complexity.

The attitude we try to promote at TOD is clinical and empirical with a graceful amount
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of concern for humanity thrown in for flavor. It is academic, it is educated, it is critical.
And it is certainly not for everyone.

We chose as our mode of discussion a website--though web-based, public, empirically-
driven discussions and substantive, logical comments, and while not perfect--and not
easy without the commitment of many good people--it has rewarded many with insight
and the comfort of community while dealing with a topic that gives many fear,
uncertainty, and doubt.

In that spirit, our mission remains simple: educate, educate, educate. We wanted to
create a space that would help educate people about the many complicated narratives of
energy, even as we learned some of them ourselves, with the idea that the more
informed and diverse dialogues we could have about those problems--as well as the
many proposed solutions to those problems, the better off we would be as a society.

Every single person we educate about our energy situation is another person who has
the choice to a) learn more, b) prepare according to their own perceptions, and c)
educate others.

Through that educational mission, we continue to search for and find courageous people
to confront and discuss hard issues, do our best to raise the perpetually low level of
national discourse, and promote action now, rather than when our normal steep-
discount-rated lives would normally react. As Bob Hirsch has pointed out, and as the
"black swan" unfolding on Wall Street is evidence of, time is a commodity we are also
short of.

We have had the opportunity to work with some of the brightest, most wonderful people
I have ever had the opportunity of meeting, and I would like to introduce them to you,
please stand as I call you--I would ask that you please hold your applause until the end.
David Summers, our co-founder, who I already introduced, Gail Tverberg, you know
her as Gail the Actuary, has also stepped into a greater role in the site of late in addition
to her strong analyses. Robert Rapier, with his incisive insights into ethanol, biofuels,
and energy writ large, Jeff Vail with his educational discourses on the complex
geopolitical lay of the land, Brian Maschhoff, his google-earth analyses of Saudi Arabia
are quite wonderful, and our most recent addition Chuck Watson, whose models of
hurricane damage have informed so many of late.

In addition, there are many others who could not be here, who play important roles in
what we do, and they also deserve much laud. I hope you will give all of them a round of
applause and appreciation.

To close, we think King Hubbert would know what we mean when we say that we accept
this award in the spirit of research, in the spirit of education, in the spirit of community,
and the spirit of brotherhood, all of which can give us courage to face the many
uncertainties of our energy future. Thank you.

Most of the talks we gave were on Sunday afternoon. The 1:30 pm session was moderated by
Heading Out. The talks were as follows:

Gail Tverberg, also known as Gail the Actuary, gave a talk entitled Peak Oil and
the Economy. In my talk, I said that while we can start with a worldwide model of
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the expected impact of peak oil on GDP, this is not the whole story. Different
countries are in different positions (US vs. Saudi Arabia vs China). Also, the
current debt situation is likely to affect the outcome. I gave several implications,
including that we may see a debt implosion and a falling standard of living.

Chuck Watson gave a talk entitled Forecasting Natural Hazard Risks
to Oil and Gas Infrasturcture. He talked about the modeling
techniques he uses. He also mentioned that the National Hurricane
Center never wants to be too low in its forecasts, because it is
concerned that people may not evacuate if they fell the risk is not
great enough. His forecasts tend to be more realistic. He mentioned
that there is strong evidence that climate is changing. He believes
we are already past the tipping point, and the likely outcome is
global cooling.

Dr. David Summers, also known as Heading Out, gave a talk entitled The Other
Resource Lack: Time and Technology. He mentioned that historical oil depletion
rates of about 4% a year were based on vertical wells and the proportion of oil
contact that was lost each year as the water level rose. With horizontal wells, there
is no reason to expect the depletion rate will be similar. Horizontal wells are placed
so as to minimize water contact until it gets to the very top. When the water does
meet the horizontal well, production drops very quickly. Thus, he feels that
depletion rates can be expected to increase significantly, when water levels start
reaching some of the horizontal wells.

The 3:30pm session was moderated by Dr. Kyle Saunders, also known as Prof.
Goose. Kyle didn't give a talk himself, but participated in answering audience
questions.

There were three talks at 3:30pm:

Jeff Vail gave a talk entitled The Geopolitics of Energy: A System's
Thinking Approach in 10 Slides. Jeff talked about some of the issues
he has already talked about on TOD, as well as some issues we are
likely to hear more about in the future. He included such items as
"Market Driven Conservation and Efficiency Increase Inelasticity"
and "'Solving Symptoms' leads to alternative negative outcomes".
This is the whack-a-mole problem.

Robert Rapier gave a talk entitled The Energy Information Providers: EIA,
IEA, and CERA. In it, he talked about the strengths and weaknesses of the
information provided by each of these organizations. For each of these
organizations, the big weakness has been in the area of forecasts of future
supply. One concern is that governments and businesses make decisions using
these poor forecasts.

Brian Maschhoff, known on TOD as "Joules Burn", gave a talk
entitled Saudi Aramco and the Art of Oil Field Maintenance. He
talked about the fact that we hear a lot about what Saudi
Arabia is doing with respect to developing new sources of
production, but we hear virtually nothing about what they are
doing to keep exiting fields, like Ghawar, producing. He showed
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Google Images indicating that Saudi Arabia is running out of
new places to add infill wells in some locations, such as North
Ghawar. This will eventually mean a decline in production.

The only one of us from TOD to give a talk at the plenary session was Robert Rapier. (Nate
Hagens was scheduled to give a talk as well, but was unable to come because of health issues.)
Robert's talk was entitled Biofuels: Facts and Fallacies.

Robert talked about many of the biofuel issues that he has mentioned on TOD. He talked about
where politicians fail (misleading the public; changing energy policy every year; and picking
winners) and why they fail (lack of knowledge; fear of being voted out of office; and conviction
that they are right). My favorite slide in Robert's presentation was the one which showed what
kind of bridge fuel corn ethanol is.
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