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DISCUSSIONS ABOUT ENERGY AND OUR FUTURE

DrumBeat: March 30, 2008

In this round of the Great Game, energy shortage and global warming are reinforcing
each another. The result can only be a growing risk of conflict. There were around 1.65
billion people in the world when the last round was played out. At the start of the 21st
century, there are four times as many, struggling to secure their future in a world being
changed out of recognition by climate change. It would be wise to plan for some more of
history's rhymes.

Peak 0il? Consider it solved: It won't be easy but we can fix our oil and climate problems at the
same time.

March 28, 2008 | For more than a decade, a fierce debate about peak oil has been
raging between those who think a peak in global oil production is at hand and those who
think the world is not close to running out of oil. The debate is moot for two reasons.
First, the growing threat of global warming requires deep reductions in national and
globaloil consumption starting now, peak or no peak. Second, relying on unconventional
oil like tar sands and liquid coal to make up a supply shortage, as the oilmen say we
must, would be climate catastrophe. More supply is not the answer to either ouroil or
our climate problem -- reducing consumption of oil is. And right now we have two
feasible solutions: greatly increase our vehicle fuel economy and find alternative fuel
sources that are abundant, low-carbon and affordable.
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