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Bio-crude Turns Cheap Waste Into Valuable Fuel

CSIRO and Monash University have developed a chemical process that turns green
waste into a stable bio-crude oil. The bio-crude oil can be used to produce high value
chemicals and biofuels, including both petrol and diesel replacement fuels.

...

The process uses low value waste such as forest thinnings, crop residues, waste paper
and garden waste, significant amounts of which are currently dumped in landfill or
burned. “By using waste, our Furafuel technology overcomes the food versus fuel debate
which surrounds biofuels generated from grains, corn and sugar,” says Dr Loffler.

Also at The Sydney Morning Herald: Scientists make oil grow on trees

and Melbourne Herald Sun: CSIRO-Monash Uni biofuel method allays green concerns

RACV: new player won't cut oil price

LEAD motoring group the RACV remains sceptical about the benefits of a "fifth force" in
Australia's oil industry and says the only realistic way of cutting petrol prices is to cut
tax.

"It's all about tax, the only way to bring about cheaper petrol is through tax reduction,"
spokesman David Cumming said yesterday.
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Related story also at The Age: Plan to revive old oil refinery

Taxi drivers and cyclists not permitted to use new busway

Auckland taxi drivers and cyclists want to use a new busway beside the northern
motorway on the North Shore in Auckland.

The 6km busway was tested for the first time on Monday in rush hour traffic from
Constellation Drive to the Auckland harbour bridge - halving the travel time for bus
passengers.

But unlike some special lanes overseas, taxis and bicycles are not allowed to use it.

Electric Scooters Arrive in NZ

Kiwis looking for a smarter mode of transport that is easy on the pocket, easy to ride
and easy on the environment, will welcome the arrival of New Zealand’s first range of
electric scooters.

The cost of running an electric scooter is miniscule when compared with the cost of
running a petrol car. For example, its costs about $150 to run a scooter for 60
kilometres every day of the year – or 40 cents a day - well below the average monthly
bill for a common 1300cc petrol car. And your typical inner city 15 kilometres trip would
cost just 10 cents* – even less if the distance is shorter.

India builds wind power for Australia

RENEWABLE energy company Pacific Hydro has signed a deal with India's largest wind
generator maker, Suzlon Energy, to equip the company's $140 million South Australian
wind farm.

NZ electricity network needs investment

Under-investment in the electricity transmission network is likely to restrict
construction of new electricity generation projects, international credit rating agency
Fitch Ratings says.

The restriction would particularly affect renewable generation plants in the South
Island, and might put some pressure on future security of electricity supply.

Diesel tax reform 'would aid farmers'

Excessive road user charges are hitting truck-reliant farmers in the pocket, a transport
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lobby group says.

Road Transport Forum chief executive Tony Friedlander believes farming exports could
be more competitive if the charges were replaced by a single diesel tax.

A Lincoln University report commissioned by the forum shows trucks servicing the
agricultural sector travel more than 234 million kilometres a year.

Oil price drops but no fall in petrol cost

Drivers will continue to feel pain at the pump despite the price of crude oil falling back
from record highs.

Oil companies said it was more important to consider the price of refined products
traded in Singapore that are imported and used in New Zealand, and which don't always
move in line with crude oil.

"The cost of refined product usually moves in line with crude but it doesn't always
happen that way," said BP spokeswoman Diana Stretch.

 This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike
3.0 United States License.
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