The Oil Drum | The Media view of Peak Qil  http://www.theoildrum.com/classic/2005/04/media-view-of-peak-oil.html

DISCUSSIONS ABOUT ENERGY AND OUR FUTURE

The Media view of Peak Oil
Posted by Heading Out on April 3, 2005 - 1:48pm

I have noticed that there seem to be two types of reporting on scientific issues in the MSM. The
first is where there is no disputing an event that has occurred. An example of this is the recent
tsunami and earthquake, where reporters call on experts and discuss what happened and its
impacts. There is little argument about what happened or why.

On the other hand there seem to be an increasing number of issues, usually that have more of a
political impact, where, often despite significant evidence, the MSM is careful to include two sides
of an issue, even where the second opinion might have little scientific credibility. In a number of
these cases the scientific merit of the case can appear on one side or the other depending on the
proclivities of the producer putting the story together. Unfortunately this sort of bi-partisanship
on issues can obfusticate the growth of a crisis, since it gives the impression that the experts are
evenly divided on the topic.

As the oil crisis begins to develop we are still in the latter of these two situations in regard to the
longer term problem. The press is picking up the clear evidence that there is a problem but
discussing only the shorter term supply issues. One wonders when the change-over to the
"obvious crisis" reporting will occur.
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