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Today, I wanted to bring to your attention the human cost of Cyclone Gonu on Oman. The area
has been getting very little coverage, but from what I can tell, this was quite a tragedy. As
newsbriefsOman is reporting:

49 people have been reported killed in the aftermath of Cyclone Gonu and 27 people are
still missing, according to Oman News Agency. The Ministry of Information website
cannot be reached at the time of writing. I have seen no published estimates of the cost
of damage, but it is likely to be huge.

There are three sites that I can find that have any information about what you can do to help
these people and/or raise awareness (and even those (that I can find as of today) do not have
links to legitimate and/or accessible charities or philanthropy that anyone outside of the area can
donate to--anyone have any ideas on this?):

* http://sleeplessinmuscat.blogspot.com/
* http://gonu.blogspot.com/ (created by the founder of Sleepless in Muscat--but there's nowhere
in here to send help)
* http://www.newsbriefsoman.info/ (this one seems to be a news aggregator that existed prior to
the storm from someone in Britain)

Please feel free to list other sites, ideas, news and information in the comment thread below.

These people, especially those we of in Oman, look to have suffered greatly from this storm. (We
are also hearing that people living on the southern coast of Iran are also in bad shape, but I can't
find a site, etc., or much news on them either).

There is nothing wrong with visiting these sites and giving them comfort and leaving them a
"Salaam 'alaikum" (which means "peace be unto you"). If you are so inclined, we can certainly at
least raise awareness and try to get these people some help.
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