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I am preparing for the local Transportation Survey that Upper Green Side received a grant to
conduct. In that preparation effort I have started to sort through whatever secondary data I can
find about my neighborhood before going out to collect primary data. So in the first of what will
probably be a number of posts about this subject, here are some charts contrasting my
neighborhood, defined by Community Board 8's Boundaries (zip codes 10021, 10028, 10044 and
10128) to Manhattan, New York City, New York State and the entire USA. Here is the
breakdown on what I have found so far.
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Not Surprisingly many more people take mass transit in CB8, Manhattan and to a lesser extent
NYC. However, New York State (especially rural Upstate areas) have much higher commute to
work rates which look more like the rest of the USA. Also of note is that while there is a higher
percentage of people carpooling outside NYC, the percentage of all the people who commute by
car who carpool is much higher.

However, that's not the whole story.
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CB8, Manhattanites and to a lesser extent New York City residents walk to work in much higher
numbers than NY State and the rest of the USA. And despite the small percentages, CB8 and
Manhattanites work from home at double the national rate.

But, despite having higher rates of almost every other form of transportation than automobiles,
NYC on the average workday has nearly 1 million cars entering the Central Business district,
which causes the most traffic in precisely the same place that more than 75% of people do not own
cars or drive to work.
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Passenger Entry into CBD by Entry Point and Mode of Travel

The load of people entering the Central Business District (CBD) by car is particularly high from
the north (above 60th Street) where over 600,000 people (+50% of the total)people traveling by
car cross into the CBD.

Some ideas that I have already started thinking about are who these drivers in CB8 are, how
many far are people from their place of employment, how many people bike to work, how many
would bike to work if there was a bike lane/bike parking at their place of employment, how often
they take taxis, what type of incentives would induce them to walk, take mass transit and ride
their bikes more...any ideas from TOD: NYC readers for questions to ask in our upcoming
surevey?
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