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Today from our friends at The Energy Bulletin we get this article from Toby Hemenway:

The phrase "the end of the world as we know it" has been uttered so often in the last
decade that some Peak Oil advocates simply use its acronym, TEOTWAWKI. This
awkward shorthand was once employed by Y2k catastrophists, and that heritage alone-
-the most unnecessary "sky is falling" panic in my lifetime--is enough to make me
skeptical of the negativism embraced by many of my fellow Peak Oil believers. Peak Oil
is as inevitable as death and taxes. But for every convert that Peak Oil's doom-and-
gloom extremism sweeps up, it alienates plenty of people who might otherwise climb
down from their SUVs. Peak-Oil catastrophism's repetition of doubtful facts and its
sometimes muddied thinking betray a lack of critical analysis that discredits the Peak
Oil movement. I'd like to delve into some of the errors and half-truths surrounding Peak
Oil catastrophism, not as encouragement for those who want to party on blindly into the
end of oil, which would be tragic, but as a way of refining and bolstering those arguments
around Peak Oil that are valid.

Discuss. I happen to think he makes some very good points.
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